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CHAP, nevertheless unable to prevent the violent and
,*_, often bloody feuds which were in such a high
1561. degree characteristic of the Scottish nobles; they
must still longer continue to weaken the country
to the advantage of its neighbours. At the close
of the fifteenth century the power of the feudal
barons in many of the western countries of Europe
showed a marked decay; what in this respect
took place in France or Spain through the rise of
commerce and the increase of towns was, in Eng-
land, for the most part, the consequence of the
long-continued and destructive contests in which
the nobles were divided between the houses of
York and Lancaster. But in Scotland there was,
as yet, no corresponding development of this kind ;
its nobility was not like that of England, weakened
through wars occasioned by any contested right of
succession; its towns had, as yet, not reached
any special political importance. In England,
during the reigns of Henry vni., Edward vi.,
Mary Tudor, and Elizabeth, the power of the
sovereign over the nobles, and the influence of the
crown, were infinitely greater than in Scotland,
where Sir Ralph Sadler then found only what in
one of his letters home he calls " a beastly liberty."l
Mary Stuart was soon compelled to witness with
her own eyes its manifestation. The Earl of Arran,
owing to the border wars waged in the reign of
the Queen Dowager, had become one of the most
notorious of the enemies of Bothwell, and had
hitherto resisted all overtures for reconciliation with

1 The different modes of thought     Mr. Thomas Martyn to Queen Mary

prevailing among the nobles of the     Tudor of England, dated Carlisle,

two countries   are   also   brought     June 11, 1557, given in Tytier's

strongly into view in a letter from     History, vL 380-81.